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Samuel D. Shapiro 
Sam Shapiro is a founding partner of Schwartz & Shapiro LLP, a boutique estate planning firm.  

Sam is certified as a specialist in Estate Planning, Trust and Probate Law by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization.  Sam obtained his LL.M (a Master of Law Degree) in tax, with honors, from Golden Gate University School of Law, and his law degree from Southwestern University School of Law.

Sam’s practice includes estate planning, probate and trust administration as well as advising clients in connection with their philanthropic endeavors. Sam’s satisfied clients have counted on him to provide well-reasoned solutions for complex transactional challenges.  

Among his many successes, Sam has participated in numerous transactions involving the sale or intra-family transfer of closely held businesses. He has represented multiple generations in creating comprehensive wealth succession and preservation strategies and achieving both tax and non-tax motivated objectives. In addition, he obtained retroactive 501(c)(3) status for a public charity that had been a 501(c)(7) for approximately 25 years and he obtained numerous "no change in ownership" determinations by the Los Angeles County Tax Assessor in complex real estate transactions.

 

Sam’s peers in the legal community have recognized his talents with awards that include his selection as one of Southern California Super Lawyers Rising Stars by Super Lawyers magazine from 2006 to 2010, and as one of Southern California Super Lawyers for 2011.   In addition, Sam has been counted upon for numerous presentations, including as a featured speaker for several California continuing education programs. He has authored multiple articles on various facets of estate planning and taxation.  

 

A believer in giving back to the community, Sam serves on the Board of Directors of the Beverly Hills Estate Planning Council, is an immediate past co‑chair of the Trusts and Estates Section of the Beverly Hills Bar Association, is a member of Provisors, a Vice-President of The Guardians, and serves as a coach on multiple youth sports teams for his boys.
Additional professional affiliations include the Trusts and Estates Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, the California Bar Association and the American Bar Association. He is a past member of the Fulfillment Fund Financial Advisors Council and he was the Estate Planning Chair of the Century City Bar Association. 
 

